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December 9, 2013 

 

Mitch Thompson, Assistant Chief of Police 

Fishers Police Department 

4 Municipal Drive 

Fishers, IN 46038 

 

RE: Request for Internal Investigation of Arrest Warrant Execution and Criminal 

Investigation of Danny and Sandy Wahl  

 

After reviewing the discovery DVD in connection with State of Indiana v. Saundra S. Wahl and 

State of Indiana v. Daniel P. Wahl, Cause Number 29D06-1309-FD-007824 and 29D06-1309-

FD-007823, I respectfully request that you reopen the internal investigation of the Fishers Police 

Department in connection with these cases.   

 

In sum, here are the issues that I would like investigated: 

 

1. Who decided to execute the arrest warrants on Danny and Sandy Wahl at 2:00 p.m. on 

Friday, September 20 – almost exactly 3 months after Anthony DiRienzo’s death? 

 

2. Why was the decision made to execute the arrest warrants on Danny and Sandy Wahl at 

that time? 

 

3. Was any consideration given to the emotional trauma that would be imposed on the 

Wahls and the parents and children present at the Home Away from Home daycare on 

September 20 who had to relive the traumatic events of June 20? 

 

4. Why were none of the other daycare parents nor Danny and Sandy Wahl aware of the 

ongoing criminal investigation for three months?   

 

5. Why did the criminal investigation take three months to conclude?  If the crux of the 

cases is based on the gate being broken, didn’t the investigators know that on June 20?  

Why did it take Detective Finn until July 25 to complete probable cause affidavits?  Did 

Detective Finn conclude in June that the actions of Danny and Sandy were not reckless, 

and therefore, no criminal charges would be pursued? 

 

6. According to his own statements in the record, at 2:08 on June 20, Detective Finn told a 

DCS representative that “at this point there was no indication of criminal activity.”  

Again, what changed?  It seems obvious to me that Detective Finn and the Fishers Police 

Department concluded in June that Danny and Sandy were not reckless and no criminal 

charges were warranted.  It was only after Danny DiRienzo’s call to Detective Finn on 

July 11 and after the DCS phone call on July 22 that Detective Finn decided to pursue 

criminal charges.  See below for a further explanation of these two calls. 

 

7. Why did the media reports from June 24 headline, “Death of baby at Fishers daycare 

ruled accidental.”?  Other statements included, “Coroner Alfie Ballew said the child died 

from complications of mechanical asphyxia and said the death was accidental.”  See:  



2 
 

http://fox59.com/2013/06/24/death-of-baby-at-fishers-daycare-ruled-

accidental/#ixzz2gDSQqaJi  and see “Boy’s Death at Fishers daycare determined to be 

accidental.  The death of a 21-month-old boy who died at a Fishers daycare last week has 

been ruled accidental.  The coroner determined that Anthony Dirrenzo died from 

"complications of mechanical asphyxia" and that his death was an accident.”  

http://www.wthr.com/story/22655731/2013/06/21/fishers-police-investigating-death-of-

21-month-old-at-home-daycare.  Again, if Detective Finn believed the gate was broken 

and the actions of Danny and Sandy were reckless, why did the media report the incident 

as an accident, and why did the Coroner, Joye Carter, M.D., report the manner of death as 

“Accident” in her report?   

 

8. Also on June 24, one of the other daycare dads reached out and spoke with Detective 

Finn.  That family reported via email to a group of other daycare moms, “[T]he police 

have pretty much wrapped up their case but are waiting on the child services agency to finish 

their separate investigation.  He anticipated it wouldn't be until the end of the week or 

beginning of next week.”  Why did Detective Finn imply in that conversation that no criminal 

charges would be pursued?  Again, if Detective Finn believed the gate was broken and the 

actions of Danny and Sandy were reckless, why did he lead us to believe that no criminal 

charges would be pursued?   
 

9. Given the fact of the above press headlines from June 24, the inference from the phone 

call with one of the other daycare families on June 24, and the complete lack of 

communication by the Fishers Police Department with the other daycare families and the 

Wahl family, didn’t the lead detectives, Officer Finn and Officer Flynn, think that the 

arrests would be a complete surprise to all of the other daycare parents and to Danny and 

Sandy Wahl?  Or was that surprise intentional? 

 

10. It seems clear to me that the call from Marshall Despain from the Department of Child 

Services on July 22 to Detective Finn started the ball rolling on the criminal charges.  The 

report from Mr. Despain was that Danny and Sandy were being cited again for supervision 

(the first citation being on June 24 for the accident on June 20), and that FSSA would be 

pursuing revocation of their daycare license as a result.  Did Detective Finn ask Mr. Despain 

(of DCS) or any FSSA representative any details regarding the citation (numbers of children, 

ages of the children, circumstances of the citation, whether Danny and Sandy would appeal 

the citation, etc.)?  Did the DiRienzo family or any Fishers Police representatives 

communicate with DCS or FSSA representatives before July 16?  In other words, did anyone 

pressure FSSA to find something wrong on July 16 and cite them for it?  My children were 

there that day, July 16, and Sandy called me that afternoon at work because she was so upset 

about the FSSA’s visit.  I would have been happy to share with a police detective the details 

of that conversation, but no one bothered to ask.  Furthermore, I have done the calculations of 

children present that day and their birthdates, and the supervision ratios cited by FSSA are 

wrong.  
    

11. It also seems clear, given its inclusion in the probable cause affidavit, that Detective Finn was 

persuaded by Danny DiRienzo’s call on July 11, in which he told Detective Finn how Sandy 

bragged about Anthony being able to push a gate open.  Did Detective Finn ask for more 

details in that call?  From July 11 to September 20, why didn’t Detective Finn or Chief 

Deputy Prosecutor Miksha ask Sandy which gate she was referring to?  Did Detective Finn 

http://fox59.com/2013/06/24/death-of-baby-at-fishers-daycare-ruled-accidental/#ixzz2gDSQqaJi
http://fox59.com/2013/06/24/death-of-baby-at-fishers-daycare-ruled-accidental/#ixzz2gDSQqaJi
http://www.wthr.com/story/22655731/2013/06/21/fishers-police-investigating-death-of-21-month-old-at-home-daycare
http://www.wthr.com/story/22655731/2013/06/21/fishers-police-investigating-death-of-21-month-old-at-home-daycare
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consider that a daycare likely has multiple child safety gates?  In fact, it was not the same 

gate as the one involved in the accident.  It was a plastic, compression gate used in a different 

location in the basement. 

 

12. Why didn’t the Fishers Police Department share with DCS and FSSA that it was 

performing an ongoing criminal investigation?  If it did, back to #4, why were none of us 

aware of it?  Whose duty is it to inform the other daycare parents of something as serious 

as an ongoing criminal investigation of their childcare providers, especially if their 

actions were deemed RECKLESS?  Again, if Detective Finn believed the gate was 

broken and that Danny and Sandy were not responsibly supervising MY CHILDREN, 

why was I not informed by the Fishers Police Department, DCS or FSSA ON JULY 25 

when Detective Finn made this conclusion?  Or, ON AUGUST 27 when the prosecutor, 

Detective Finn and the DiRienzo family agreed that charges would be filed.  I find it 

mind-boggling that the Hamilton County Prosecutor, the Fishers Police Department, DCS 

and FSSA considered the actions of Danny and Sandy so RECKLESS that they could go 

to jail, and yet NONE of these entities EVER alerted the parents of the other children in 

their care until they were dragged off in handcuffs on September 20.   

 

13. Why weren’t the other daycare parents and older children EVER called for interviews 

during the criminal investigation?  We, and the Wahls, have key information.  Given the 

level of anger of the DiRienzo family voiced in the Victim Impact Statements, I am not 

sure if any of this information would make a difference to them.  However, if their anger 

is misguided and based upon false, fabricated or incomplete information and innuendo, 

that is not fair to them or to the Wahls.  I lay the blame for that squarely at the feet of the 

Fishers Police Department and its lead detectives in this case.  The DiRienzo family 

deserves a thorough and honest investigation and evaluation of the evidence.  Even after 

three long months, the criminal investigation was incomplete when the arrest warrants 

were issued on September 20.  Here are some key facts that Danny and Jocelyn DiRienzo 

need to know: 

 Most importantly, the DiRienzo family needs to know that the Wahls have 

grieved for Anthony as if he were their own child or grandchild.  They wanted 

nothing more than to reach out and put their arms around Danny and Jocelyn.  In 

fact, the police reports show that Danny Wahl asked Detective Finn on June 22 if 

he could speak to Anthony’s parents (because they were told until then not to talk 

to anyone about the accident).  Detective Finn’s report states, “I advised him that 

he may wish to speak with a lawyer before contacting them.”  The Wahls did get 

in contact with a lawyer on June 23, and the lawyer advised them not to reach out 

to the DiRienzo family in anticipation of a possible civil lawsuit.  They 

desperately wanted to attend Anthony’s funeral, but they were advised against it. 

As a lawyer myself, I know that there are legal implications of saying “I’m sorry.”  

Their insurance carrier would probably prohibit them from saying that.  Listen to 

the 911 call and the audio recording of the interviews with Danny and Sandy – 

especially when she learned of Anthony’s death – and you will hear the level of 

grief and sorrow.  She loved Anthony DiRienzo like her own – just like she loved 

all of our children.  She would never do anything – intentionally or 

unintentionally - to hurt them.     
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 When the Wahls met with each of the other daycare families after the accident in 

June, they asked us to pray for the DiRienzo family and expressed how much and 

how often they prayed for them and shared their grief.  They told us that their 

spiritual advisors told them to try to get back into as normal of a routine as 

possible as soon as they felt able in order to help them, us and our children heal.  

They asked for each of our opinions about reopening.  Since my 5 year old son 

had been there since he was 3 months, I did not want to pull him away from the 

only caregivers he had ever known.  We were not sure how many families would 

come back and whether Danny continuing to work at the daycare was viable for 

them financially long term.  We were especially concerned about Sandy’s mental 

state given the depth of her grief, and we wanted to monitor that closely.  They 

tried their best to make each day a good one for our kids, but we could see the 

sadness in both of them.  More than once, they referred to operating the child care 

as a “new normal.”   

 The video walkthrough with Sandy, which was recorded within hours after the 

accident, shows the gate latching and working properly.  In my opinion, this is the 

only accurate reflection of the gate since it was installed and was working as it 

was when the accident happened only hours before.  The still photos and 

measurements in the police record are not convincing.  Moreover, the detectives 

seen in the video appear to be very young – do they have children?  Did anyone in 

the chain of custody of that gate have children and have experience installing or 

opening baby gates?           

 Detective Flynn’s statement at 12:35 on June 20 said, “While in route, I was 

advised that Anthony had been pronounced deceased at the hospital.”  

Furthermore, the medical records show his time of death as 12:59.  Therefore, the 

evidence supports that Anthony died at the hospital and not at the house – a fact 

that was not apparent to the DiRienzo family when Danny DiRienzo called 

Detective Finn on August 7 to say that the Wahls were telling other daycare 

parents that he died after leaving their house.  Furthermore, the police reports 

corroborate that Danny Wahl performed CPR on Anthony until the medics got 

there and even after the first officer on the scene, Officer Ermel, could not get the 

AED device to work properly.  Once the medics arrived, they attached an AED 

that said, “No shock needed.”  Danny stated that he thought everything was 

working – he wasn’t cold, he was warm; his breaths were coming in and out.  

Sandy asked the officers repeatedly for updates on Anthony’s condition, and she 

learned of his death during the course of the audio interview with Danny.     

 The DiRienzo family needs to know that when they first sought a childcare 

license, the FSSA told the Wahls to put the gate in that location in the hallway 

versus at the bottom of the stairs where they wanted to put it (see WS400050 – 

11:00 to 12:00). 

 At least two of the older kids have told us parents that the gate was not broken.  

These were 5 year olds who were there when the accident happened in June.  How 

is that not relevant to the investigation?  Again, why did the detectives not call us 

families? 

 Why are there no statements in the record from the medics who transported 

Anthony to Community North Hospital?  What medical actions were taken in the 

ambulance to revive him?  From the hospital photos, he was obviously intubated 
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and something was administered through his leg.  How are these facts not key to 

the investigation?   

 

14. Some items in the probable cause affidavit were blatantly false and never corrected after 

THREE LONG MONTHS: 

 Sandy has brown hair, not blonde hair.   

 Danny Wahl is 11 years old, not 8 years old.   

 Danny was ushering in the older kids from outside after lunch to the downstairs, 

not from the inside to the outside as stated in the affidavit.  Danny stated this 

multiple times in the audio recordings and other recorded interviews, and 

Detective Finn still got this wrong in the affidavit (see audio recording 

WS400051).   

 The hallway is wide, not small. 

 The gate did latch correctly as evidenced by the video walkthrough with Sandy.   

 There is a line of sight from the kitchen to the west side of the gate in the hallway.  

The only portion of the gate not visible from the kitchen is about a 1-2 foot 

section on the east side where the latch was located. 

 Sandy was not warming baby bottles at the stove.  They were warming in the 

sink. 

 During the “reconstruction of the incident” (a/k/a the video walkthrough) Sandy 

did not say that “if enough pressure was pushed against the gate, that it could be 

pushed open, even if it appeared to be latched.”  She said, “If they shake this real 

hard, they’ll loosen it.”  She said, “I always do this because they’ll shake this.”  I 

assume she meant that they will shake it off its mounting.   

 The FSSA ratios were incorrect on both June 20 and July 16.   

 

These may seem like small and insignificant details, but it certainly gives me reason 

to doubt the credibility of the Fishers Police Department in investigating, recording 

and reporting the important details about what happened on June 20 to the Hamilton 

County Prosecutor.  They should also give a jury reason to doubt the State’s 

allegations – reasonable doubt.   

 

15. What preparations were made to care for the children at the Home Away from Home 

daycare until parents were able to pick their children up on September 20?  What 

experience did the police officers have to be competent in caring for 10 children?  As one 

mother said in her response letter, “[W]e don’t pay the Fishers police department for 

childcare and last time we checked, they are not licensed childcare providers.”  There 

were reports of babies left in car seats for comfort, giving them pacifiers for comfort even 

though the babies don’t take pacifiers, babies being given dirty pacifiers, babies left 

without their pants and most egregiously – babies who had not been fed or changed in 

hours.  We understand that Teresa Wahl was left to oversee the distribution of our 

children to their respective parents upon arrival, but she was given instructions not to 

feed or dress the babies.  As another mother stated in her response letter to this incident, 

“In addition to our anger with regards to the neglected state I found our son that day, I 

was equally angry to see the terror in the eyes of one of the other children down there. 

You made Teresa Wahl take care of these children after taking her parents away, and you 
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know as well as we do, she was in no position to do so. There was no imminent danger, 

and the ugly force you used in the situation was out of line.  Our children will forever be 

scarred by your actions.”  I also witnessed the horrific trauma inflicted upon Teresa Wahl 

that day when she melted into my arms when I went downstairs to retrieve my daughter.  

Furthermore, I learned later that one of the last children to be picked up told her dad 

when she got in his truck that “Danny and Sandy were in jail.”  Do you think that 

observation is HEALTHY for our children to have witnessed?  Another thing I learned 

later was that Courtney, the Wahls’ oldest daughter, picked up Little Danny from school 

and brought him back to their house full of police after his parents had been hauled off to 

jail.  Again, didn’t any of you think that would be traumatic for an 11-year old to see?  It 

is clear to all of us that no consideration was given to the mental or physical health or 

well-being of ANY of us or our children.  I will add that when I asked Detective Flynn 

why they decided to execute the arrest warrants on that day and time, he said, “We 

deemed it the best time.”  Well, your judgment was flat wrong.  There were certainly 

more appropriate times available to the Fishers Police Department.    

 

16. Were the older children, including my daughter Savannah, in the sleeping room the entire 

time the arrests were executed?  What did they see?   

 

17. Was any consideration given to guarding the children from seeing police vehicles and 

police officers as they left the house?  Police vehicles lined the street and driveway – just 

like June 20 (although the house was not surrounded by caution tape and a tent was not 

set up in the street like on June 20, so thanks for that concession [sarcasm]).  My personal 

experience was that there was a lot of raw emotion, tension, confusion, tears, anger and 

loud verbal exchanges…none of which are healthy for our children to have witnessed, 

and none of which was necessary. 

 

18. Why were Danny and Sandy handcuffed? 

 

19. Why were Danny and Sandy not allowed to turn themselves into authorities, or 

alternatively, why weren’t the arrest warrants executed on Thursday night, September 19, 

Friday night, September 20 or Saturday, September 21?  If the police, prosecutor, DCS 

and FSSA were really interested in protecting child welfare, they would have informed 

Danny and Sandy ahead of time so no other daycare children were there and so their own 

children were not there.       

 

Since my first request for an internal investigation, we have learned that the DiRienzo family is 

fully supportive of the charges against Danny and Sandy Wahl, and in fact, may be pushing the 

Chief Deputy Prosecutor to seek justice for the death of their son.  Although I understand the 

depth of their grief, I do not believe they should be able to influence the Fishers Police 

Department or the Chief Deputy Prosecutor’s discretion as to whether or not to bring criminal 

charges.  Both the FPD and the Hamilton County Prosecutor need to evaluate the accident that 

occurred on June 20 objectively in accordance with the statutes, and I do not believe they have 

done so here.   

 

Recklessness is going to be a very high hurdle to jump.  I sat in on the start of the Stacey Cox 

trial, and I heard Mr. Miksha say in his own words that reckless means “wanton, with disregard 
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of life and limb of others.”  As I have stated before, a great many people would, and will if called 

to do so, testify that Danny and Sandy would never disregard the safety of the children in their 

care.  Webster’s defines wanton as, “showing no thought or care for the rights, feelings, or safety 

of others.”  I have seen all the evidence presented by the State, and I do not believe Mr. Miksha 

will be able to prove what has been alleged.  Bottom line - the DiRienzo family should be 

pursuing this in a civil case, not pursuing justice via criminal charges that are based on a faulty 

investigation.    

 

I speak for the families of the 10 children present on September 20 when I say that we all still 

feel like collateral damage in this whole situation.  We believe the Fishers Police Department and 

the Hamilton County Prosecutor have made a terrible mistake and continue to wrongly pursue 

criminal charges against Danny and Sandy Wahl for a horrific accident.  That belief aside, we 

feel that the actions of the Fishers Police Department on September 20 were OUTRAGEOUS 

AND RECKLESS.  We want an explanation and an apology.  If we do not get a satisfactory and 

quick response, we may still approach the media or pursue other legal remedies.  You can be 

assured that if we are called as witnesses in the Wahl trial, we will tell the jury exactly what we 

think of how the Fishers Police Department handled the investigation and the execution of the 

arrest warrants on September 20. 

 

I am not willing to let the justice system run its course until the trial in February.  The system has 

failed us.  I am not willing to let the Fishers Police Department get away with how we were 

treated, and I will do everything within my power to keep this type of injustice from happening 

again to someone else.  Your actions have had significant and direct consequences on the lives of 

18 parents and 14 children – many families who are residents of Fishers.  At the very least, some 

of the recipients of this letter should re-think how situations like this should be handled going 

forward.  For example, several parents have expressed, and I agree, that any of the DCS, FSSA 

or FPD should have a strict policy that says when there is a death at a daycare, the daycare is 

automatically shut down for a certain period of time until the criminal investigation is completed.  

If that had happened here, we would not be in the midst of this awful mess.   

 

Here is only one personal account of the consequences of your actions – my own.  When the 

accident happened in June, it rocked my world.  I have been an attorney for 15 years, and I never 

considered veering off my career path.  When Anthony died, my perspective on life, parenting 

and career completely changed.  I cried daily for nearly three weeks.  I had to explain the death 

of their friend Anthony to my 5 year old and 2 year old.  I wanted to spend as much precious 

time with my kids as possible, not knowing how much time I will have with them on this earth.  I 

started working part-time in mid-August.  Then, this incident happened in September.  I have 

been seeing a therapist every two weeks since then.  My outlook on the justice system has 

completely changed.  I was always one who assumed the authorities usually got it right.  I now 

have doubts about that.  My stomach turns whenever I see a police car.  My relationships with 

friends, family and co-workers has suffered.  My stress and exhaustion are affecting my children 

and my marriage.  My work with a local non-profit as board chair has diminished.  Not a day 

goes by that I don’t think about Anthony and pray for the DiRienzo family.  We have all grieved 

for them since June, including Danny and Sandy – especially Danny and Sandy.  None of our 

lives will ever be the same.  I cannot fully understand the depth of their grief and anger, but I do 

know that seeking vengeance and letting that anger consume them will not lead to healing.  The 
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rest of us were on a course of healing until your actions on September 20.  Those actions have 

completely changed my life, and thus far, not for the better.   

 

Along with the other families affected on September 20, we have had to pursue alternative 

daycare arrangements.  In Fishers, finding facilities with openings is not easy.  Many families 

have had to settle for childcare facilities that they would not have otherwise chosen.  Can you 

imagine the stress of dealing with that reality while struggling with the same emotions I 

described above about wanting to spend more time with our kids and pull back on work?  Now, 

we will have to leave our children with someone we do not know and would not have otherwise 

chosen.  Again, I lay the blame for all of this squarely at the feet of the Fishers Police 

Department.    

 

I will not resend them, but I assume you have kept the letters of support of 14 families who have 

entrusted the care of their children to Danny and Sandy Wahl over the past 10 years, along with 

the list of those individuals, including their job titles and companies.  I will reiterate that we are a 

respectable group of intelligent, professional people who put a lot of thought and diligence into 

where we would send our children 40+ hours each week while we go to work – work for many 

of us in the Fishers area.  I can assure you that Fishers companies are being impacted by your 

actions.  Furthermore, Danny and Sandy have received a great deal of support from parishioners 

of both Holy Spirit at Geist and St. Simon – both parishes with a large number of professionals 

contributing to the Fishers economy and involved in the politics of Hamilton County.  Many of 

them are outraged, like us, by the actions of the Fishers Police Department and Hamilton County 

Prosecutor.  You should not take comfort in the fact that these actions have not yet been exposed 

to the media.  Rest assured that many people of influence in Fishers, Hamilton County and the 

State of Indiana are well-aware of the events of September 20.  It is on your shoulders to figure 

out how to rectify this awful situation. 

 

Please don’t get me wrong – I do not mean to disparage the entire Fishers Police Department.  I 

do appreciate the public service that you provide and trust that your officers will dutifully 

respond in a time of need or crisis.  However, I believe a few select people (at FPD, FSSA and 

DCS) did not do a thorough job with this investigation, and that has had dire consequences.  

Those people should be held accountable.      

 

Sincerely, 

 
Julie Ragsdale 


